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OCTOBER MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday evening, October 23 
TIME: 8:00 p.m. (one showing only) 
PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


Supsect: “THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS” 


As was indicated in the September NEWSLET- 
TER, six members from the staff and Board of 
Trustees have recently journeyed north to Alaska 
for visits to the Naval Arctic Research Laboratory 
at Point Barrow and to the Pribilof Islands. This 
monthly meeting will be devoted to an illustrated 
report on that excursion plus the showing of one of 
Walt Disney’s True Life Adventure Nature Drama 
Series. 

Involved in the July trip were Dr. George E. 
Lindsay, Dr. and Mrs. G Dallas Hanna, Dr. Robert 
T. Orr and Mr. and Mrs. K. K. Bechtel. 


“SEAL ISLAND”, photographed in technicolor, 
is the story of the annual return of the fur-bearing 
seal to the Pribilof Islands to bear their young and 
mate. In May, the bulls precede the females in 
order to establish harems. One seal may have as 
many as 100 wives and must be strong enough to 
defend his homesite against all comers. The bulls, 
called beachmasters, settle down to watch over their 
wives. Every other male is considered an enemy. 


On one beach there are more than 100,000 seals 
and in late June the rookeries are alive with new 
babies. Only one pup is born to a seal each season. 
The pups are gathered together in groups called 
pods where they learn how to survive. 

By September, the great fur seal host has com- 
pleted its birth cycle once more. Again the herd sets 
out on its long migration, heading south into the 
Pacific. 

One showing only at 8:00 with attendance on a 
“first-come first-served” basis. Your 1968 member- 
ship card is your admission. If all seats are filled, 
late-comers will be invited to enjoy the current sky 
show in the Planetarium. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 

“ASTROLOGY: QUEEN OF SCIENCE” con- 
tinues in the Theatre of the Stars through November 
3. Do you think the stars have an influence on your 
life? Do the heavens control your destiny? What- 
ever your opinion, you are sure to enjoy Morrison’s 
treatment of this highly controversial subject. 

Performances daily at 2:00 p.m. with evening 
shows Wednesday through Sunday at 8:30. Extra 
matinees on Saturdays and Sundays at 3:30. The 
Planetarium is closed on Monday and Tuesday 
nights and on the evening of Wednesday October 2. 
Admission: Adults, $1.00. Children (under 16), 
service personnel and students (with card), 50c. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


“A WALK THROUGH THE REDWOODS”, 
beautiful color enlargements by Mr. Howard King, 
will continue indefinitely in Lovell White Hall of 
Man and Nature. 

From the Academy Collections: “ESKIMO 
IVORY CARVINGS”, Main Foyer, Science Mu- 
seum. Continues through December. 

New temporary exhibits worthy of your attention 
are available opposite the entrances to Morrison 
Auditorium. They are devoted to a wide variety of 
African artifacts including sculpture and musical 
instruments from the Albert E. Schlesinger Collec- 
tion. These will continue here during the construction 
of the new Edward Hohfeld Hall of Space Science. 


NEWS and NOTES....... 


Herewrs, THE OCTOBER PROGRESS REPORT 
on the construction of Cowell Hall: The pre-cast 
columns for the elegant portico are now in position. 
Each weighs ten tons and is 29 feet high. They were 
hoisted into place by the 80 ton crane, no mean 
feat. The portico ceiling is being formed in prepara- 
tion for its layer of concrete. 


The inner court surrounding the Fountain of 
Whales is partially complete. Presently workmen are 
sub-grading one section preparatory to installing the 
exposed aggregate. Subsequently, the spouting whales 
will be surrounded at their base by a basket weave 
pattern of brick. 

Cowell’s basement is the object of lathers and 
plasterers. As of this writing, the latter are putting 
on the “scratch” coat which will be followed by the 
brown and then the finish coats. 

According to Construction Superintendent Ed 
Kemp, we are “pretty close to schedule”. Hooray! 


On YOUR NEXT VISIT to the 
Academy, do not miss a new exhibit, “Gold Made 
California”, opposite the radiation display at the 
entrance to the Hall of Minerals. Against a back- 
ground of plum-colored flocked paper are eight 
genuine gold specimens of a variety of formations 
plus a facsimile of a nugget weighing 201.56 troy 
ounces. The original came from the Ruby Mine in 
Forest City, Sierra County, California where it was 
discovered on September 23, 1891. It had a value 
then of $3,240.50. 


The truly valuable display is protected by extra 
heavy glass plus a sensitive alarm system. 


Tuose INTREPID MUSHROOM HUNTERS, 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Orr, are the authors of a 
book published recently by the University of Cali- 
fornia Press. The title: “Mushrooms and Other 
Common Fungi of Southern California.” The guide 
is illustrated with excellent color plates and black- 
and-white drawings, the latter the work of Jacqueline 
Schonewald, Technical Assistant in the Department 
of Birds and Mammals. 


The 9l-page manual is the result of some three 
years of work on the part of the Associate Director 
of the Academy and his wife and twenty-plus field 
excursions to many areas in southern California. 
The book is on sale at Academy sales desks. 


On SEPTEMBER 16, as recommended by the 
Science Council, the Board of Trustees elected the 
following as Fellows of the California Academy of 
Sciences: 


Dr. Steven C. Anderson, California Academy of 
Sciences 

Dr. John R. Arnold, Sonoma State College. 

Dr. Lyman Benson, Pomona College 

Dr. Max C. Brewer, Director, Naval Arctic Research 
Laboratory 
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Miss Sylvia Bombay Mr. Pat McDonnell, Jr. Ww) 
Mr, N. V. Deggendorfer Mr. Thomas James McGovern Lud 
Mr. Martin de Simo Dr. William J. Rees 2) 
Dr. Sylvia A. Earle Mrs. Joan L. Sanborn oA 
Mr. Robert Q. Easter Mr, David Schussolin o w 
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